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and rights but not the inner virtue of righteousness. It stifles
the supreme demand of reason for the justification of un-
meaning rituals and victimises the votary by exploiting his
weakness.

Satyakama was not, therefore, satisfied with the ritual-
istic programme. He went back to his guru and narrated
his experiences and reflections. The teacher smiled graci-
ously and said : (< Satyakama, karma has purified your mind
and I see a new brightness in your face. Go back and lead a
life of righteousness by individual reflection. Righteousness
is the only way of securing supreme happiness. Reflect,
realize and return/'

Satyakama returned pondering over the teaching of
his master and began to follow it. Gradually he realized
in his life the truth of the rahasya. A life of righteousness
involves -purity of thought, word and deed. Life is imper-
manent and miserable. Sorrow is caused by the aching
thirst for life, by the will to persevere in egoity. The
extinction of desire leads to emancipation.   In seeking
the inner quiet, the mind lapses into quietism or inertia.
The only way of escape from misery lies in the attainment
of virtue by the practice of right thought, speech, action and
rapture and by the realization of universal love and peace.
The moral life is the supreme demand of reason; it is a
categorical imperative deriving its compelling power from
itself. It is not tainted by the desire for the fruits of action^
Not even the gods can vanquish a man who has vanquished
his desires. By self-mastery and universal love, a man
attains to supreme happiness. But mere morality is not
religion. Ethicism furnishes no positive basis for the
performance of duty. It assigns no place to the higher emotions
that well up from the deepest springs of being. A passionless